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CDITORI

An editor of a school magazine is very like the referee of a rugby match — he
does it for nothing, nobody thanks him for it, and everybody is happy to point out
the mistakes he has made. That little knock-on the ref missed ( but the crowd
didn't ) because it was the other side of the scrum, that's the misprint where the
visiting General was called a “‘battle-scared veteran” instead of “'battle-scarred”, and
then, after everyone had fallen over laughing and apologies had been made, it came
out the second time “"bottle-scarred’’! | have been at this game now for about 30
years — 14 at Wymondham — and relinquish it with the greatest relief. Throughout
that time the first half of the summer term has been overcast by the thought of a
deadline to be met, of reluctant contributors to be blackmailed, of parsimonious
advertisers to be cajoled, and finally a hard-hearted readership to be faced who may
dismiss the whole thing as ““Boring” (with that inane twitch of the nose they give
when they use the word), and who will then probably use it solely for their friends’
futile graffiti.

Am | being a little jaundiced? Well, maybe. When | look through the bound vol-
umes of the past magazines | come across some very good things — a photograph
that won a national competition, an illustrated article on the Festival of Education
that was held here in 1965, an account of the visit of the U.S.A. Secretary of State,
a scholarly article on the hoard of Saxon coins that was found on the site in 1958,
records of others’ blood, sweat and tears as they amassed O’s and A’s and 1st class
degrees, or learnt long Shakespearian parts, or produced plays, or made centuries,
or played for England, or contributed to the running of the Library. These things
still go on today, they are worth recording, and it will be a pity if the publication
of juvenilia should ever push them out. It is sad, for instance, that the news of
hundreds of former pupils should become sparser every year,

No doubt future editors of the magazine will be able to reverse this trend, and |
wish them the best of luck. May their readers appreciate them, and may they have
as many able, pleasant and willing helpers over the years as | have had.

C.C.H.W.




A View From The Warden's Office

At the time of writing, the future of Wymondham College is being discussed by
the governors, by parents and staff and in due course, the Education Committee
itself will be bringing Wymondham College sharply into focus and presumably
decisions will be made.

In this time of uncertainty, rumours inevitably spread and so perhaps it would
be appropriate for me to try to make clear statements about some of the problems
which have been causing concern to many people in the last few months,

1. All pupils who enter Wymondham College in September 1975 will have been

selected for grammar school education.

2. There will be a large entry of day pupils in 1975,

3. The principles on which boarders are selected in 1975 will be unchanged,
(although it is expected that the demand for places will increase, in spite of
the increase in the boarding fees).

Again, because of increasing numbers, permission to appoint additional staff has
been given, although it must be admitted that not all staff who apply to teach at
Wymondham College are sufficiently well qualified to receive serious consideration
and at the time of writing, it is by no means certain that all the appointmaents will
be made for the new term.

In recent years, attention has centred on our social organisation and perhaps
the developments in the school curriculum have not received as much publicity,
Perhaps the present time when the nature of many schools is being reviewed pre-
sents a good opportunity to focus attention on our present curriculum,

Initially, pupils follow a common curriculum consisting of Mathematics, English
(including an element of Classical Studies which in the Second Year becomes a
subject in its own right), French, Humanities (which covers the areas traditionally
designated History, Geography and Religious Education), Science, Creative Design,
Music, Physical Education (including Games).

In years 4 and 5 there is a wide range of options, and pupils, in consultation
with parents and subject staff, at the moment structure their course in accordance
with the scheme detailed below:-

Eight subjects are to be selected, one from each of the sections 1 to 8 and no
subject is to be selected more than once.

Mathematics

English

French or Economics or German

Physics or Biology

History or Geography or Economics or Classics
in translation

German or Creative Design or Music

Chemistry or Geography

Biology or a Creative Design Subject or History
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Courses operating in Year 4 carry through into the 5th Year and are almost in-
variably taken to ‘O’ Level.

In addition to the subjects chosen in the options scheme all pupils have Physical
Education and the statutory period of Religious Education. The aim of the curric-
ulum in years 1 to 5 is to maintain curricular balance throughout, whilst allowing
scope for developing personal interests and closing no doors as far as possible career
choices are concerned.

In the new school year, we are planning to introduce a new science course in the
third year. It is the Schools Council Integrated Science Project and this may lead to
changes in the fourth and fifth year curricula in the future. Similarly integrated
courses in the whole Creative Design area are being introduced. A second foreign
language, German, is being introduced in a new way in the third year, for some
pupils. The Heads of Department at Wymondham College have considerable re-
sponsibility in leading teams of well qualified staff in a constant review of our
curricular contents and methods and our thanks are due to them for their devotion
to their tasks.

All pupils on ‘A’ level courses normally take 3 main subjects over a two-year
period. Initially they make a free choice from those on offer; there are no Arts/
Science grouping constraints. However, courses undertaken must make some sense
educationally and there is considerable consultation between subject staff, pupils
and parents to ensure that the courses agreed are suitable to the individual pupil’s
interests, aptitudes, academic background and career intentions.

The A’ level courses usually on offer are as follows:-
Art, Biology, Chemistry, Economics, English, Engineering Design, French, German,
Geometrical and Mechanical Drawing, Geography, History, Latin, Mathematics,
Metalwork, Music, Needlework, Physics, Religious Education, Social Biology,
Further Mathematics and also, occasionally, Geology, Botany and Zoology.

All A" level pupils also take Core Studies and Physical Education. The range of
physical activities available is very wide. Those normally on offer include:-
Association Football, Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Canoeing, Cricket, Cross
Country Running, Fencing, Golf, Gymnastics, Hockey, Lacrosse, Modern Educat-
lonal Dance, Netball, Rounders, Rowing, Rugby Football, Sailing, Squash Rackets,
Swimming, Table Tennis, Tennis, Trampoline and Volleyball,

Thus we are all engaged in absorbing and exciting work. The pressures are con-
siderable but the rewards are great and it is encouraging to know that parents,
governors and at times our pupils appreciate what we are trying to achieve in this
unique school.,

We are all one in our determination to continue to do our best for all our boys
and girls, no matter how they are selected in the future and we shall aim to improve

our academic achievements, which at the moment cannot be considered by anybody
to be less than satisfactory.

R.W.




DERRERSONIS
YEBUSQUE
SCHOPA'SIBICIS

At the end of the Christmas Term:
Miss E. Fielding left to get married, and is now teaching at Boston.
Miss J. Higgins also married and moved to Germany:.
Miss C. Staines left to take up the post of head of girls’ P.E. at Worlingham Middle
School, Suffolk.
Mr. Pouliquen left to take a post at Didcot, Berkshire.
Mrs. J. Timmins left for family reasons, and we are happy to record the subsequent
birth of a son, Jonathan. Congratulations, and to Mr. Timmins.

In the Easter Term we were deeply shocked to hear of the death of Mrs. Staveley,
and we all feel for Mr. Staveley in his bereavement. Apart from being the highly-
valued head mistress of the village school to which many of the staff children go,
and from which a number of our own pupils have come in past years, Mrs. Staveley
had always had many social contacts with the College through her husband. She is
being greatly missed.

At the end of the Summer Term:

Mr. and Mrs. C. Bishop are moving to a new Sixth Form College at Godalming in
Surrey.

Miss J. Head is leawing to get married.

Mrs. W. Jenner is leaving for family reasons.

Mr. R. Morrish is moving to the P.E. Department at Steward’s Comprehensive School,
Harlow,

Mr. D. Moss has been seconded to an M.Sc. course in Chemical Education at the
University of East Anglia. He will continue to live at the College to help in House
duties and the C.C.F.

Miss N. Osbourne is taking up an appointment as head of girls’ P.E. at St. Mark's
R.C. Comprehensive School, Harlow,

Mr. C. Reynolds is taking the post of head of the woodwork department at North-
gate Grammar School, |pswich.

Miss P. Salter has been appointed head of the faculty of social studies at Kingsteign-
ton Secondary School, Devon.,

Mrs. L. Seeley is moving to Heartsease School, Norwich.

The Magazine Committee would like to thank for their service in the past, all those
who are moving on from the College, and wish them all happiness and success in their
new ventures,

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. C. Sayer on the birth of their daughter, Rebecca,
and to Mrs. M. Woolsey (nee Goodenough) on her marriage.

We have received the following news of former members of the College:

Aubrey Burrows (York House) was awarded a First in chemistry at Sussex Univer-
sity, and is now doing research work and studying for a Ph.D. at the University of
Alberta, Canada.

Michael Thorne (Durham House). After his First in Physics at Sheffield University
he was awarded a Junior Research Fellowship and worked under Professor Galbraith
at the Daresbury Research Laboratory. He was awarded a Ph.D. last November for
his thesis on Elementary Particle Physics and is now engaged in research at the Medical
Research Council’s radiobiology unit at Harwell.

Stuart Robinson (Salisbury House) was awarded a First in computer science at
Brunel University,

Barrie and Trevor Corless (Gloucester House) have continued to shine in first
class rugby. Barrie played in a regional England trial, and he and his brother have
been regular members of the Coventry side that got to the semi-finals of the Club
knock-out tournament,

Stephen Oliver (Salisbury House) has also been distinguishing himself on the rugby
field. He was in the Loughborough Colleges XV that beat St. Lukes, and in their
team at the Middlesex Sevens. He scored a try in the final against Richmond, though
on the losing side,

Michael Hedley (Gloucester House), after gaining a 2nd in biochemistry at Leeds,
where he was captain of the 1st XV, has gone to Massey University, New Zealand,
to prepare his thesis in microbiology and soil chemistry for a Ph.D. Michael went
straight into the 1st of the University’s 18 rugby teams, playing at the N.Z. position
of first five-eighths. He is in good company, for both this team and Marawatu County,
for whom he also plays, contain several All Blacks.

Michael Frosdick (Durham House) has been awarded an Honours degree in
Metallurgy at Lanchester Polytechnic.

In the winter term of 1974 a Board of Governors was formed to replace the Sub-
Committee of the Norfolk Education Committee which had previously been the
Governing body for Wymondham College.

The new Board of Governors is as follows:

Chairman: Capt. G. W. A. Denny, J.P.
Vice-Chairman: The Rev. H. T. Hughes

Members: Mr. M. Ainsworth
Mrs. A. Batty-Shaw Dr. R. James
Miss D. F. Bartholomew Mr. S. G. Kelly
Mr. A. Cook Mr. P. H. T. King (Parents’ representative)
Mr. I. D. Coutts Mrs. P. Lord
Mr. C. Gosling Mr. K. T. M. A. Wintle

Dr. H. G. Hudson Mr. C. C. H. Worrall (Staff representative)




WYMONDHAM COLLEGE PARENTS-STAFF ASSOCIATION

Last year the Executive Committee met four times. Sub-Committee were formed

to arrange and supervise details of each of the events agreed, which were the
“Summer Fayre” on 6th July, 1974, the “Wine and Cheese Evening’’ on 18th
October, 1974, the "“Buffet and Dance’ on 15th February, 1975 and ““The Future

of Wymondham College’, by Mr. Coatesworth, the County Education Officer of
Norfolk, on 20th May 1975, and a special P-S.A. Coach Service to King's Lynn at
exeats for boarders. Also house-based social activities were arranged by the res
pective houses.

Except for the Summer Fayre, it was decided not to run a substantial money
raising venture like the ““Colour T.V. Competition" last year, as it was felt that
parents would wish to contribute generously to the Library Appeal Fund launched
by the Warden.

Notwithstanding this, the total profit from the events amounted to near on
£550.0! The proceeds were used for purchasing a sound film projector, cassette
tapes for the Colour T.V. Set, and donations to College Clubs and Societies,

All the meetings were well attended, particularly that addressed by Mr, Coates
worth, where over 600 parents and staff were present.

Membership is rising. It stands at near 600 families and it is hoped eventually
every family will join and make their contribution in the Association for the

benefits of the pupils at the College.
P.HT.K.

MAGAZINE COMMITTEE:

Sharon Askham
Steven Betts

D. A. Chedgey
W. M. Graham
Bryn Haworth
Barbara Skene
Kay Somers-Joce
Paul Stapleton
C. C. H. Worrall

We are grateful to Group/Capt. Askham, Mr. Chedgey, and Miss Salter, for
their efforts in producing much of the photographic material included in the Mag-

azine,

Vr. Dudley

It is with great regret that we record the premature retirement of Mr. Eric
Dudley, the Senior Master, who had been on the staff of the College for 22 years.
For much of the last summer and autumn terms he had endeavoured to carry out
his commitments in spite of increasing immobility, but he finally made the un-
welcome decision to retire last Christmas.

Mr. Dudley was originally appointed as Senior Mathematics Master, and later
took over as Head of Physics. For many years he had responsibility for the teaching
timetable, retaining it for some time after his appointment as Senior Master in
1972. To a wider audience than just the College Mr. Dudley was well-known for
his weather forecasting on Anglia Television, from the early sixties until fairly
recently.

On the 20th June a delegation from the Teaching Staff visited Mr. and Mrs
Dudley at their beautiful 16th century house at Stratton St. Michael to present
him with a silver rose vase and a testimonial signed by all members of staff. The
whole College wishes him well in his retirement.




Sixth Form Lectures

Although there have been occasional Sixth Form Lectures at the College for
several years, this year's programme has been different both in concept and style:
different in concept in that it has attempted to relate to the Core Studies syllabus,
different in style in that all the lecturers have been members of Staff rather than
distinguished outsiders.

The Core Studies syllabus (followed by all Sixth Formers) is concerned in the
main, to provide an introduction to contemporary culture, with particular reference
to the last eighty or ninety years. This year's lecturers usually attempted to relate to
it by drawing attention to recent developments in their subjects which seemed to
them of general interest and social importance. As in Core Studies, the aim was not
exclusively or even primarily to convey information (though a basis of knowledge is
a prerequisite of any worthwhile discussion), but rather to raise questions of value,
questions that are, in the broadest sense, moral questions.

To sustain the interest ofan audience of mixed subject specialisms is a considerable
challenge and the lecturers responded to it with notable inventiveness and some
showmanship, ploys varying from the acute wit of Mr. Ward's opening fairy story
to the rumbustiousness of Mr. Timmins’ physical drama (perhaps a more accurate
phrase than ‘"drama of physics’ as it involved gym benches and mass physical exertion).
Indeed, varied presentation was a feature of all the lectures (use of audio-visual aids
was commonplace) and it was a feature that was widely appreciated.

It would be dishonest to suggest that every lecture was enjoyed by every Sixth
Former: but there was sufficient success to indicate the potentialities of such a lecture
programme in a Sixth Form Course. Now one of the most urgent needs is an adequate
method of follow-up. Understandably, people are often loath to raise questions or
to pursue detailed arguments in public at the end of a lecture. Possibly some related
discussions take place in Houses or in subsequent Core Studies periods, but even if
they do there isa need for many more. To miss pursuing questions about values such
as those raised by lectures of this type is not only to miss the exhilaration of the
intellectual chase, but also to remain essentially undereducated. Perhaps the eventual
opening of the Wilkinson Court Annexe will provide some of the extra opportunities
that are required,

The lectures for the year were as follows:-
'The Environmental Impact of Industrial Chemistry’ by Mr. A. P. Ward.
‘Brecht’ by Mr. J. E. Belmont.
'‘Milestones in Physics’ by Mr. A. E. Timmins.
‘The Keynesian Revolution’ by Mr. D. A. Wigney.
‘Nothing at all’ by Mr. J. M. Paxton.
‘Let's make a superman’ by Mr. D. N. Mills,
‘Poetry is for men’ by Mr. R. J. Garrard.
B.C.D.

thelibrary

There was once a school starting a library whose Headmaster stocked it completely
with ““good’ books and improving literature. The improving lit. remained unread
and the most popular (or least boring) volume in the entire library became ““The
History of Wallpaper Design’’ published in 1925 and donated by a Governor who
had been in the trade. The College Library, | hope, lacks the degree of “respectability”’
of that institution but is far better used; the last two years having been devoted to
endeavouring to attract as many readers as possible.

Last year we jettisoned 2500 volumes which had been here since World War 2,
and with help from the County Education Committee and Sir Lincoln Ralphs we
made up the balance. In response to an appeal, the parents generously donated
£1500, which means that we have been able to build up new subject areas such as
Local Studies and Social Biology, and to buy many more novels and books on
hobbies. In spite of which, two copies of Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings’’ have

disintegrated from over-use within the last year. Tolkien and Jennings are still Top
of the Library Pops!

The Library now issues about 400 books per week, and we have extended the
opening times so that it is open for some section of the day seven days a week.
Between seventy and a hundred pupils study in the Library each day, and a number
of stoical sixth formers brave the gales roaring through it to study there in the
evenings.

Our future plans include new shelving and thus more room for expansion. At
the present time we have 12,000 volumes and hope to reach a figure of 15,000 —
the recommended number for a school of this size — as quickly as possible. We are
also moving into the “‘Software’* field, as the jargon goes, and hope to collect tapes,
slides and filmstrips, some of which will be available for use by pupils.

Up to now the majority of Librarian time has been spent in the reclassification
of existing volumes and the processing of new books, and Miss McKay, who left us
last autumn, spent many patient hours on this latter undertaking. We are now
embarked on the lengthy task of constructing a Subject Catalogue and specific
subject bibliographies, and are fortunate that we are helped in this by the Library
of the University of East Anglia, which passes on bibliographic material we could
never afford to buy.

Other innovations this year include Library Induction Courses and new Short-
term loan systems for Sixth and Seventh year pupils. We also hope in the near future
to establish a Book Club for Juniors. The role of the school library is changing very
rapidly in response to curriculum developments, and as it should, occupies a central
place in the life of the school.

A.T.J.




HOME NEWY..

Excitement at the New Block

Shortly after the autumn half-term it was discovered that the New Block roof
had a content of high alumina cement, and rumour had it that it was 95% unsafe,
that the whole roof would have to be taken off, and that it would cost a fortune.
It was announced in assembly that we were not allowed in or near the New Block
because it was unsafe, so it came as a bit of a surprise to see troops of pupils
rescuing desks, chairs, file paper, and some text books. By dinner time on the day
of the announcement the New Block was eerily empty and silent except for piles of
Shakespeare texts, abandoned and forlorn. We all waited for the roof to collapse,
but were disappointed to hear that if it was propped up at six foot intervals with
wooden supports it would stay up. We did not exactly return to New Block (now
resembling a war-time dug-out) with feelings of security, especially since more tests
were under way. These involved the use of a crane (soon nicknamed “The lron
Fairy'’) which was used to pile bricks on to the roof of Room 4. Someone suggested
that if the roof of Room 4 fell in, then they knew the rest of the Block was unsafe!
Further information revealed that if the roof did not bend more than three inches,
then all was well. Meanwhile the idea of whitewashing the windows to stop us from
watching the proceedings was a failure because of the attraction they had for the
artistic. After several weeks it was found — so scientifically — that the roof had not
fallen in, so the crane and bricks were removed, and later the pit-props. The New
Block has now ceased to be a centre of attention and rumour. All that is left of the
excitement is a churned-up sward due to the delicate feet of the “Iron Fairy".

Kay Somers-Joce

Virginia Abbey, Anne Amos, Anita Pigdon and Mary Rollings have given freely
of their time to arrange the flowers in Chapel throughout the year. They have given
pleasure to all, and we appreciate the constant effort involved. Thank you.

Tessa Wright, of Cavell Hall, has won an essay prize awarded by Barclay’s Bank.
The competitors had to write an essay beginning, “The bank in the quiet town of
Farthingdon had never figured prominently in local affairs . . . . that is, until Arthur
Woggin was appointed manager . . .. "". Tessa was one of a hundred writers who
were shortlisted, and at her interview in London she was awarded a first prize of
£50 and a three weeks tour of the Continent. Steven Betts and David Richardson
were given runners-up awards of £10 each, and the College Library benefited by £30.

John Burrage has won the Philip Bailey Award for the best Student Engineering
Design project of the year. He designed a revolutionary type of valve gear for a fluid

engine which excludes any moving parts other than the piston and flywheels. He
manufactured an engine, and tests showed that it was considerably more efficient
than the existing sliding valve gear engine. The B.B.C. were very interested in this
project, and on Tuesday 13 May, John and his engine took the pole position on the
‘Look East’ television programme.

We are grateful to our E.E.C. assistantes for the following reactions to the College:
WASN'T IT A LOVELY YEAR? THIS YEAR?

The first glimpse of Wymondham College was quite a surprise . . . Teaching in
nissen huts was not what we had expected. But we got used to it very soon. Things
like school uniforms, assemblies, clubs and societies, in fact, English school life
itself, were a complete novelty for us.

Working with the pupils has been a valuable experience for us and, we hope, for
them as well. We also hope that we have been able to give them some idea of the
everyday-life in our countries (and have shown that people there do more than just
selling onions and drinking beer.)

As for ourselves, we have learnt how to forget our school English and how to
speak “‘real’”” English. We have discovered that French and German grammar is very

easy, as long as it need not be explained to the pupils. And we have also learnt the
essential rules for surviving in England, like, for instance, never to forget our umb-

rella, to say “Isnt it a lovely day today'’ as often as possible, to drink our tea with
milk and to have a hobby (preferably sports, pottery or bird watching).

We will never forget that memorable evening in March, the ““German and French
Potpourri”. After some disastrous rehearsals for the “Omelette Espagnole’ and
trouble with the whipped cream for the “Eiskaffee”. who would have thought that
on the evening itself, everything would turn out all right? Teachers, parents and
pupils seemed to enjoy this evening very much.

From the very beginning, the staff have helped us and shown their friendliness
and kindness. We would like to thank them, and especially the Language Department,
for their help throughout the school year. We hope that they will keep us in a
pleasant memory.

Before saying goodbye, we would like to wish both them and the pupils all the
best for the future and good luck to our successors.

Frederique Hardy
Annemarie Hehn

Pot*Pourri

in the Spring term of this year Junior School pupils combined to put on for
parents an evening of playlets, songs and dances from France and Germany, Fraulein
Hehn and Mademoiselle Hardy described in their respective languages the preparation
of dishes and the making of ‘mobiles’ as pupils demonstrated with admirable dexter-
ity. The dances got each half of the programme off to a lively and colourful start.
The French plays were characterized by great vigour and humour; the ‘omelette




espagnole’ was a considerable culinary success and some spirited French songs
brought the first half to its close.

The German playlets were set in a T.V. studio and featured a panel game and the
story of Red Riding Hood. The pupils who took part in these, and indeed in all the
items, are to be warmly congratulated. After a demonstration of how to make
‘Eiskaffee’ and some attractive mobiles in the colours of the German flag, the final
item consisted of some German songs, with the Brahms Lullaby bringing to a close
an evening which seemed to have been enjoyed and appreciated by an attentive and
friendly audience.

Sponsored Basketball Marathon

At 6 p.m. on Sunday 20th April, 1975, 14 members of the Wymondham College
Basketball Club were extremely weary and wondered whether their feet still belonged
to them. The reason for their poor state of health was that they had just completed
4 hours continuous playing of basketball on the very hard Sports Hall floor.

There is however, a very happy side to this story, for the boys were competing in
a sponsored basketball marathon match, to raise money for a modern climbing frame
which will benefit the Mentally Handicapped Children of Kevill-Davies School, Little
Plumstead.

Throughout the afternoon the players were refreshed by 6 gallons of lemon
squash, oranges and biscuits, and in addition to the entertainment provided by the
match, samples of the handicapped children’s work were on display for the interest
of spectators.

The overwhelming generosity of the sponsors combined with the energy and
enthusiasm given by the team, enabled over £170 to be raised, (£20 in excess of the
target sum).

Players who took part: Perkin, Clarke, Dane, Southwood, Lund, Bird, Sparks,
Jones, Spencer, Penny, Homewood, Brown, Bryan and Gooch.

We would like to thank all who contributed in any way to providing this necess-
ary piece of equipment for these deprived children.

L.J.P., M.F.S.

Senior Spring Ball

The Sports Hall, usually a sterile concrete block, blossomed into Spring as birds
twittered from cricket nets, butterflies flitted from wall to wall, and tennis balls
became bumble bees for the evening (a hazard to eccentric dancers). To add a touch
of romance, Little Bo Peep meandered above the band, hand in hand with her
shepherd boy, surrounded by sunflowers and gambolling lambs. Near the corner a
tree stood alone; the bull that should have rested neath this leafy bower, had
wandered away from the art block . . . . presumably for better pastures. But people
managed to drown their sorrows over the loss. . .. the bar did a roaring trade. The
lack of barmaids was compensated by the abundance of waitresses; supplied by the
4th year, they provided the guests with a buffet and wine, followed by mincemeat

and apple pie and ice cream. As the waitresses brought the coffee everyone sat back
to watch the highlight of the evenings entertainment, ““Mrs. Belmont's better-than-
nothing Beaux and Belles"”. . . . consisting of 8 couples dressed in white, black and
orange expertly performing formation dances. The Alan Warburton band lived up to
its reputation of last year and soon had everyone dancing again — it looks like the
band will have a permanent engagement here.

Thanks should be given to Mrs. Belmont and her committee of staff and senior
pupils for causing Wymondham College’s Spring to be sprung.

Kay Somers-Joce

DOWN....UP....PEDAL....DOWN....UP.... DOWN!

The Cycling Club Easter Tour for 1975 was a classic — designed to shatter the
myth that East Anglia cyclists cannot climb mountains — and like the Argonauts
in search of the Fleece, an intrepid band of six, Ashley and Roman Hines, Moon,
Sharples, Unwin and Mr. Elliott set forth to seek and conquer the highest moun-
tains of North Yorkshire. The main objective . . . . Rosedale Chimney, a three
quarters of a mile, one in three, tarmac track to torture!

Day one was the unavoidable boredom of ninety miles of fenland trunk road,
pushing into a steady headwind from Swaffham to Lincoln; but the weather was
clear and the riding steady and rhythmical. The second day was into new territory
through North Lincolnshire and an encounter with a racing cyclist in training who
decided to join us and make it hard for a few miles when he moved up to take his
turn as pacemaker. He was a pleasant fellow but we were all relieved when he
veered for Scunthorpe and we could revert to a moderate fifteen miles per hour
touring pace for the undulating miles to New Holland and the Humber ferry. We
rode tentatively through dockland Hull, trying to hide a Norwich City scarf, well
aware that the Canaries had defeated the local team on the previous day. The road
after Beverley provided some exhilarating pedalling, the hills became steeper and
more frequent; all very different from the East Anglian vista. Malton Youth Hostel
opened its doors to us after some seventy-five miles and the warden was delighted
to cater for fellow cyclists.

The only mechanical trouble of the tour must of necessity befall the one who
most fastidiously maintains his machine, and the fault was in the unpredictable
form of a broken freewheel. Malton was scoured for a suitable repair to no avail
and eventually, in desperation Mr. ‘Mercian’ Elliott hitch-hiked into York leaving
the rest of the group to cruise away into the mountains to deposit their saddlebags
at Wheeldale Youth Hostel prior to a short sprint onto Saltersage Moor. In the
meantime, the 531 Mercian was rendered roadworthy and in the early evening
light the moorland Hostel was treated to the sight of a cyclist descending from the
moor top by paths which even hikers and angels fear to tread!




Tuesday. This was to be the day of days! The distance covered was only about
forty-five miles but the altitude climbed amounted to approximately five thousand
feet. We traversed the moors to Westerdale Hall Youth Hostel to unburden the
machines of all unnecessary weight, taking in on the way some wonderful views of
Glaisdale and the Esk Valley. Lunch was taken sheltering from the drizzle amongst
the yews of Castleton churchyard before ‘les grimpeurs’ mounted their steeds and
sallied forth for the Golden Fleece. Between them and their objective however, was
a series of tortuous climbs and the notorious ‘Street’, which stretched the riders
towards their mental and physical limits. With little time to recover after each
climb, the party arrived at the foot of “The Chimney'. The assault commenced —
the rough, gravelly surface caused traction problems but the worst hazard was the
sheer severity of the climb. Pitons and ropes would not have helped, it all depended
upon muscle, lung-capacity and determination. All managed to ride most of it,
but not without either falling-off, resting to regain breath or both. The verdict?
A draw. We rationalised that without the preceeding five hours of effort it was
possible: ‘The Chimney' said nothing . . . . it remained rampant and resolute. The
tough, eight mile climb back across the moors to the hostel was ridden in silence,
each rider summoning up unknown reserves of stamina and concentration. Sleep
came easily to all that night!

The following three days were a necessary anti-climax. The riding seemed so
much easier. Selby Youth Hostel is a converted grain barge afloat on the Selby
Canal — barges, stately homes, moorland farms — such is the wonderful variety of
accommodation offered by the Youth Hostels Association. Day five covered Selby
to Lincoln and the final stint from Lincoln to Norfolk saw the worst weather of the
tour . . . . snow blizzards . . . . but by this time the hardy band felt they could
tackle anything. The motto? BIKE IT — YOU'LL LIKE IT!

R.J.E.

C.C.F. ARMY SECTION REPORT 1975

After rather a lean time last summer, numbers have been boosted to 38 at the
time of writing.

There has been tremendous interest in rifle shooting recently with a high stand-
ard being reached. In .22 shooting all the sections are classified shots with 8 Marks-
men (Sgts Claydon, Hipwell, L/Cpl Ellis, Cdts Boreham, Kirk, Samuel and Sandell),
12 with 1st class and 18 with 2nd class. Some good results were also obtained at

Middlewick Ranges, Colchester, with .303 shooting. Marksman status was achieved
by L/Cpls Coe & Ellis together with Cdt Samuel. The climax to this excellent

shooting record was the final of the Moss Shield knock out competition in which
L/Cpl Coe beat Sgt Hipwell 7-6, 9-3. There was fierce competition throughout and
this will stand us in good stead for National competitions next year.

Activities this year have included weekends at Stanford, Waterbeach, Colchester,
Weybread and Salthouse Heath. It was commonly thought amongst the cadets
involved that the Weybread camp was best, being limited to Army Cadets only.

The annual camp held at Okehampton, Devon last summer was successful, being
attended by 26 Army cadets — four of them girls. Rain put the damper on a grand
exercise involving helicopters and several other units but even so many helicopter
flights were possible. Annual camp this year is to be held in Germany and promises
an interesting programme of activities.

Adventure Training on the Broads this Easter was an outstanding success and it
was encouraging to find 13 of the 21 cadets from the Army Section.

During the Easter holidays Sgt Dark attended a U.K.L.F. leadership course at
Stanford. He returned with a trophy for being in the winning section and a silver
spoon for being in the winning watermanship team. Well Done.

The Radio Section is now tuned in and functioning properly with L/Cpl Barrett
providing the electronical expertise. It is hoped that other cadets will take an
interest in this side so that we can go on the National network.

In conclusion, we would like to thank Capt. Moss and Major Staveley for their

continued and valuable assistance throughout the year.
Sgt Hipwell, Sgt Loyd.

| would like to thank the Lincoln NCO's, Sats Clarke, Claydon, Dark, Hipwell,
Loyd and Howe for their excellent support during the year and also to thank past
cadets, ex CSM Parnham, Pte Durrant (REME) and 2 Lt Fuller (E. Yorks ACF) for
providing help, particularly at weekends. It was also very gratifying to notice that
former CSM Kett's name appeared in the Sandhurst list last January. This makes 4

former Wymondham cadets at Sandhurst in the last 2 years.
D. Moss, CAPT.

C.C.F. ROYAL NAVAL SECTION REPORT

This year has been a hard one for our section. What with trouble with our boat,
and difficulty in securing the canoe, most of our activities have been site based.

As a section we spent a weekend at H.M.S. Ganges and some of our more
senior cadets spent a week on the Broads doing adventure training at Easter.

The annual parade went well this year with the Navy putting up a good per-
formance. | would like to thank our section officer Sub. Lt. Morrish, Cox'n Joseph,
and Lt. Soper for all the work they have put in during the past year in helping us
prepare for it.

Finally we were sorry to hear that Sub. Lt. Morrish is leaving us for new pastures
and we wish him well at his new post.




C.C.F. ADVENTURE TRAINING : SAILING

Yet again the C.C.F. enjoyed another week of sailing on the Broads during the
Easter holidays. This year the party was made up of 4 officers and 21 cadets from
all three sections. To say that we suffered from extremes of weather would be to
understate. 1t hailed the first day, becalmed us the second, and on the third forced
us to reef our sails. However, the weather was by no means the sole contributary
factor in producing the amusement of a week which was — literally — full of ups
and downs.

Everything was going according to plan until the Monday, when the Navy
decided to take a ‘short cut’ to Horning via Potter Heigham, getting themselves well
and truly lost! Fortunately they were soon found, and all praises must go to the
boat manned by Army N.C.O’s who found the distressed crew the next morning.
On Wednesday the wind dropped towards the end of the day, which was unfort-
unate for one Army crew which had been delayed at Acle Bridge. Because of the
lack of wind in the evening this crew spent a damp night at the mouth of Thurne
Dyke.

As usual the Army set a good example by providing most helmsmen, and our
thanks are due to Captain Moss who organised the affair and who can sail as sweetly
as he smiles.

A few mishaps did occur, centring round L/S. Hewett. As usual Captain Singh
outsailed us all, seeming to make headway when there was no wind at all (the
wonders a quick Benediction will do!) and FIt./Lt. Shuter pulled a fast one on us
all when he smuggled his wife aboard to do the cooking. It was also evident that
Captain Moss never lacked for a decent meal. Perhaps he has had lessons from the

D.S. Department?
Other characters also spring to the forefront of memory, like Sgt. ‘Panic’

Claydon, who kept his crew in a general state of anxiety throughout the whole
week: and the notorious ‘Motley Crew’ of Hustler Three; plus Cdt. ‘Bubble Gum’

Barrett, who left his mark in a certain amusement arcade in Potter Heigham:

All in all it was a great week and one to be remembered with all the others; our

thanks to the members of staff in charge.
SGT. HOWE AND SGT. CLARKE.

R.A.F. CADETS

The section was not very large at the beginning of the year due to almost half
of the girls leaving at the end of the Summer Term. However, numbers were soon
returned to normal after a spasm of advertising in the form of posters in the houses,
designed mainly by Sgt. Carol Whitworth.

The year has not been very exciting for the girls in the way of camps. The
summer holiday saw a tough, but enjoyable annual camp at R.A.F. Shawbury. The
girls attended this, and helped make it more exciting, even though one girl did
spend three days in the camp hospital. During the Easter holiday six boys, and
Flt Lt Shuter spent a week at R.A.F. Wildenrath in Germany. The weekend camps
have not been very frequent, especially for the girls. In the Autumn term there

were two Army Camps, and a canoeing weekend, organised by Miss Fielding, who
left at Christmas, and left the girls without a member of Staff, until Miss Moran
took over, which again allowed the girls on camps: there have also been two days
flying. Another canoeing weekend over the 17th/18th May also went down well,
even through bad weather.

On annual parade this year, we were almost up to standard, and were happily
placed above the Army section by the Inspecting Officer, Rear Admiral Satow.

| would like to thank FlIt Lt Shuter, Miss Fielding, and especially Miss Moran for
looking after the section, and would like to wish Miss Fielding every happiness.

Anthony Best. SGT.







